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Xellia Pharmaceuticals announces the appointment of Michael Kocher as its 
new Chief Executive Officer 

 
Copenhagen, Denmark, 14 June 2023 - Xellia Pharmaceuticals (‘Xellia’), a global leading pharmaceutical company, 
announces the appointment of Michael Kocher as its new Chief Executive Officer. 
 
Michael Kocher, Head of Global B2B-Business in Sandoz and Country President of Novartis in Austria is appointed 
as CEO of Xellia starting 1 October 2023 where he will replace Carl-Åke Carlsson, who has been with Xellia as CEO 
since 2008. 
 
“Xellia Pharmaceuticals has under Carl-Åke Carlsson gone through an important transformation from being 
primarily an API supplier into an integrated specialty pharma company”, says Steen Riisgaard, Chairman of Xellia. 
“Carl-Åke Carlsson has with his visionary mindset, go-do mentality and trust in people been instrumental in this 
journey, and I want on behalf of the Board to express our greatest thanks for his commitment to Xellia for the past 
15 years.” 
 
With more than 10 years of commercial leadership roles in Novartis and Sandoz, Michael Kocher holds extensive 
experience within the pharmaceutical industry in a global environment. After joining Sandoz in 2012 as Global 
Head of Commercial Operations, Michael Kocher was appointed as Global Head of B2B in 2016 and was with his 
team responsible for their development beyond APIs to become a leading global partner for the industry. He is a 
German of nationality and a chemist of training. 
 
“Michael Kocher has an experience and knowledge from his past positions that perfectly matches the high 
ambitions we have for the development of Xellia to the benefit of our partners, customers and most importantly, 
patients.” says Chairman Steen Riisgaard. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Steen Riisgaard, Chairman of the Board of Directors 
Tel +45 31 41 42 62 
 
 
About Xellia Pharmaceuticals 

Xellia Pharmaceuticals is a specialty pharmaceutical company and a global leader in providing anti-infective 
treatments and other critical care therapies for serious and often life-threatening conditions. Xellia has an 
extensive history in developing, manufacturing, and commercializing anti-infective products, including Active 
Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) as well as Finished Dosage Forms (FDFs), where the majority are injectable drug 
products. 

As an organization, Xellia is committed to providing security and consistency of supply of critical care therapies. 
Through a global vertically integrated supply chain, the Company continuously works to improve supply security 
through multiple sources of in-house production of its APIs and drug products, and in conjunction through working 
alongside Xellia’s R&D centers of excellence. Through innovation and with the patient in focus, Xellia is building a 
pipeline of value-added critical care therapies which aim to enhance patient care by providing convenience and 
ease of use for healthcare professionals. 

Headquartered in Copenhagen, Denmark, Xellia has a global footprint with R&D, manufacturing and commercial 
operations across Europe, Asia, the Middle East and North America. Xellia Pharmaceuticals is wholly owned by 
Novo Holdings A/S and employs a dedicated team of more than 1,800 people. 

Further information about Xellia can be found at: www.xellia.com 
Connect with us on LinkedIn 


